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to the favouring circumstance that "Ursa Major" chanced to be in an unusually good temper, the evening passed off pleasantly. Another memory represents Goldsmith as dancing a minuet with Mrs. Seguin, a performance which appears to have excited almost as much amusement as the historical hornpipe of his childhood. Now and then, it is related, he would sing Irish songs, and delight the company with his (and Peggy Golden's) old favourite, " The Cruelty of Barbara Allen." Here his success was never doubtful, for, without being an accomplished vocalist, he sang with much natural taste and feeling. At other times, blind man's buff, forfeits, tricks with cards, and children's games (when there were children present), were the order of the day. " He unbent without reserve," says Prior, " to the level of whoever were his companions," and the anecdotes of this time are wholly confirmatory of his amiability, his love of fun, and his naturally cheerful disposition. His hospitality, as may be guessed, was in advance of his means. But it was noted that, however liberally he feasted his guests, his own habitual evening meal was boiled milk.
In May, 1768, his elder brother ended an unobtrusive life in his remote Irish home. Henry Goldsmith seems to have been the only member of the family to keep up a correspondence with his junior, whose kith and kin, by his account, must have neglected him grievously. " I believe I have written an hundred letters to different friends in your country," he later tells his brother Maurice, " and never received an answer to any of them." But for Henry he had attempted to obtain preferment from the Earl of Northumberland; to Henry he had inscribed " The